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Regional

Higher education needs high-profile celebrities
In the last couple of decades, we have seen the
widespread ascendancy of the phenomenon of
celebrity in society. Everybody, particularly the
younger generations, seem to know all about them.
But celebrities as a cultural manifestation are not
necessarily something new. We saw that phenomenon being exploited by Hollywood through their
“star system,” by sport teams hungry for increasing
their revenues and by politicians or infamous individuals because of their deeds (or misdeeds).
Now that phenomenon has expanded into areas
that we would not have imagined decades ago,
and one of them is in the field of science. With
the advent of social media, the relaxation of social
views regarding stereotypes, and the insights of
some media corporations for the profits they could
make with them, in the last few decades we have
seen the rise of the celebrity scientist.
Examples of current celebrity scientists are many.
The cosmologist Stephen Hawking is well known
not only because of his best seller “A Brief History
of Time,” but also for the recent movie about his
life, “The Theory of Everything.” Another is the
evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins. He is
known not only because of his 1977 best seller “The
Selfish Gene,” but also for his steadfast stance criticizing religion. And more recently we have seen
the rise of Neil deGrasse Tyson, the director of the
Hayden Planetarium in New York City, who hosted
the second version of the TV series “Cosmos.”
All these individuals are responsible for heightening interest in scientific matters by the general
public. But celebrity scientists are not a new phe-
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nomenon. People like Galileo Galilei, Benjamin
Franklin, Charles Darwin, Albert Einstein and Carl
Sagan were also famous and became very well
known by the general public who rewarded them
with appreciation for what they did to bring science to the masses.
Although most of them had an academic position at some point in their careers, the topics they
talked about rarely, if ever, had to do directly with
higher education as a human activity. And that
is too bad. Colleges and universities are going
through bad times having to deal with a variety of issues that range from diminishing funding, increasingly underprepared students and bad
press. Unfortunately there are no national figures
that can speak on behalf of these institutions. There
is no one famous who can set the record straight
when it comes to the realities of academia, or bring
to the general public issues that affect the future of
society through the challenges we face in postsecondary education.
And we need celebrities in academia that can
play that role today. How can we make this to
happen?
In a recent book by Declan Fahy titled “The
New Celebrity Scientists: Out of the Lab and into
the Limelight,” the author discusses what he calls
the bases of “celebrification,” which he describes

as the result of three processes: (1) an individual
whose physical appearance in easily recognizable
(e.g., Einstein, Sagan, Hawking); (2) becoming a
cultural commodity (e.g., Einstein seen as a genius,
Sagan because his numerous TV appearances, particularly on Johnny Carson’s “Tonight Show,” as
well as Darwin through the caricatures of him);
and (3) becoming the face of science before the
general public. In any case all of them wisely used
the media to express their views. They knew what
needed to be said and how to say it.
I am surprised that despite college issues such
as student debt and college cost becoming part
of the political discourse in the current political
campaign, one rarely sees people associated with
higher education being consulted by major media
outlets as experts who can render an informed
opinion about these and other topics. Even worse is
that it’s the naysayers about higher education who
catch the attention of the nation’s media, including
the most prestigious newspapers.
Here the responsibility falls, in part, on the news
media for not finding eloquent spokespeople on
behalf of academia. But it is also the responsibility
of academia itself, where so few people are really
trained (or have the natural instinct) to give a succinct and clear message that all people can understand – rather than a lecture.
In an interview given to “The Chronicle of
Higher Education” and published on April 3, 2008,
Mark G. Yudof, who had been chancellor of the
University of Texas system for six years and and
president of the University of California between

2008 and 2013, referred to an issue that is worth
commenting on.
He talked about how people within higher education should be doing a better job
at communicating with society at large. He
recognized that part of our problem is that we
assume that people understand and value what
we do, when the reality is otherwise. He was quoted, for example, saying that we have lacked the
insight to hammer the fact that higher education
“strengthens the economy, creates jobs, brings in
industry, and so forth.” We need to explain, he
added, why people should care what happens at
colleges and universities, even if they do not have a
son or daughter, brother or sister, who is currently
enrolled in those institutions.
If we were able to produce celebrity experts on
academic issues, we could give higher education a
face, force and an impact in public life.
It is time for colleges and universities to promote
the kind of individuals with the appropriate communication talent and training who can champion
higher education. The academic celebrities should
be able to develop the power to influence citizen
understanding of how academic life impacts society for the better.
The future of higher education may depend upon
those champions.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Honored vets
Three local men were among the Vietnam Veterans and Vietnam era veterans honored by the Illinois Daughters of the American
Revolution at the District VI meeting in Altamont on Saturday. Fifteen chapters of the National Society Daughters of the Revolution
including the Edwardsville Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution gathered in Altamont, Illinois to honor 20 local
Vietnam Veterans on the 50th anniversary of the war in Vietnam. Many of the 15 chapters of the Daughters of the American
Revolution are commemorative partners who have committed to honoring Vietnam Veterans during the year. From left are Illinois
District Director Pamela Smith with Vietnam Veteran Frank Metzger, Vietnam Era Veteran Larry Smith and Vietnam Veteran Gary
Woods.

Cub fans enjoy postseason appearance
CHICAGO (AP) — Living in a nursing home
run by the Little Sisters of the Poor, 82-year-old
Edith Heath knows something about faith.
As a fan of the Chicago Cubs who was born 25
years after her favorite team last won the World
Series, she knows there are only so many times
she can get her hopes up only to be disappointed.
So this year is it.
"I'll give up if they don't win this year," Heath
said Thursday in the lobby of the nursing home
about a mile from Wrigley Field. "If they don't
do it, I wouldn't want to even hear their name. I
would just say I've had it."
Winning it all has been a goal of the Cubs for
a long, long time, of course. Their World Series
drought dates to 1908 and there has been more
heartbreak along the way than Heath or any
other Cubs fan would care to remember.
But this year has a different feel to it. There's a
new owner and new front office personnel calling the shots for Chicago and more young talent
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“A great example is Jada Wright,
a dynamic young singer from
Edwardsville Senior High School.
She has been a semi-finalist and
was also awarded the Kranzberg
Vocal Performance Award,” Ballard
added.
Ballard noted that it's not uncommon for the organization's Special
Awards Committee to recognize
several semi-finalists with a prize,
award or scholarship. “The talent
level is rising so high across the
board, but we can only advance 12
acts to the finals. It's a great way to
reward talent that misses the cut. We
also try to include semi-finalists in
the public appearance opportunities
when we can.”
Online registration to enter the
competition is now open for all high
school students in the St. Louis metropolitan area. Contestants must be
enrolled in the ninth, tenth, eleventh

in the Friendly Confines than there has been in a
long time. There is a bona fide Cy Young candidate in ace Jake Arrieta, a possible rookie of the
year in Kris Bryant and maybe the league's best
manager in Joe Maddon.
So when the Cubs beat Pittsburgh in the
wild-card game Wednesday night, there were
celebrations — but also a sense of more to come.
Now Chicago is in the National League Division
Series against the hated St. Louis Cardinals.
Over the next several days, plenty of twentysomething fans will proudly say they have
waited their whole lives for the Cubs to win it
all. But for those whose love affair with the Cubs
started well before Steve Bartman was born,
this playoff run brings with it feelings that fans
who don't remember Wrigley without lights or
recall days when ladies got in free can't possibly
understand.
"It's time for our hopes to come true," 81-yearold Margaret Bailey said at a community pool

or twelfth grade in the 2015-2016
school year and must attend a high
school/home school within a 50-mile
radius from the St. Louis Arch. Acts
may include up to six students performing as a group. Performing
arts categories include, but are not
limited to: singers, dancers, actors,
musicians, comedians, rappers, ventriloquists, and circus skill artists.
Contestants may perform with
original or published material.
There are no fees to participate, and
the deadline to enter is Nov. 20, 2015.
The preliminary round will take
place on Jan. 30 and Jan. 31, 2016,
at UMSL’s J.C. Penney Conference
Center, Ritenour High School and
Nerinx Hall. St. Louis Community
College/Meramec will host the
semi-final round on March 5.
Each round and location will
have a panel of at least three judges
who will adjudicate and advance
acts to the next round of competition. Judges for the preliminary and
semi-final rounds are arts professionals from the St. Louis region who
are asked to give each act constructive, verbal feedback immediately

near Wrigley, just before her older friend — she
won't say how much older — Loretta Czyzewski
added: "While we can still enjoy it."
Outside, 52-year-old construction worker
Louie Caffero does not trace his fandom as far
back as Bailey, who recalls fondly moving to
Chicago in 1955 and knowing players like Moe
Drabowsky and Dave Hillman as both Cubs and
neighbors in her apartment building. But he is
old enough to know he doesn't want to be one of
those people in his family — or the Cubs family,
like Ron Santo and Ernie Banks — who lived and
died without ever seeing the Cubs win a World
Series.
"I want to see it in my lifetime," Caffero said.
"My grandfather talked about back when the
Cubs were in the World Series (in 1945) but he
never saw them win the World Series. "
Caffero said he is a lot more willing to show
his excitement than his 78-year-old father, from
whom he inherited his love for the Cubs.

after they perform.
The finalists will compete on The
Fabulous Fox stage as part of a professionally produced show on April
23. This final event at the Fox is free
and open to the public.
“We hope students who are passionate about the performing arts
will register for the competition,”
President of the FPACF Board of
Directors Mary Strauss said.
Finalists in past years have included an aerialist, classical and rap/pop
singers, a whistler, dancers, jugglers,
a spoken word artist, musicians and
baton twirlers. The 2015 winner of
the competition was Contemporary
Dancer Tiala Taylor of Fort Zumwalt
North High School.
Students placing first, second
and third will win college scholarships. Contestants who advance to
the semi-final round will be eligible for various cash awards, prizes
and performance opportunities with
professional companies – a full list is
available at www.foxpacf.org.
Finalists will also be provided
unique performance opportunities
within the St. Louis area arranged by

FPACF and by request. Finalists from
the past five years have performed
at the Muny, with the Chamber
Music Society of St. Louis, Winter
Opera, at the Sheldon Concert Hall,
Shakespeare Festival Green Show
in Forest Park, Six Flags–St. Louis,
Taste of Maplewood, Let Them Eat
Art, and Fair St. Louis.
“We have been thrilled with the
response to this event from students,
parents, arts organizations and the
community,” Strauss added. “The
Fox Performing Arts Charitable
Foundation is uniquely positioned
to provide the opportunity for students to perform at the Fox and on
other stages around St. Louis. We
are pleased that we are able to put
talented young people in the spotlight.”
High school students can respond
to the Call for Entries and register
on-line at www.foxpacf.org.
The Fox Performing Arts
Charitable Foundation fosters, promotes, and encourages young people in the St. Louis region to discover
and participate in the joy and wonder of live performances.

“Some of the summer objects are still going to be up in the air that night. You
start with the north sky and begin to use things there as kind of sign posts to
find other things,” Ficken says.
The telescopes were purchased by the Edwardsville Library Friends, a
group of citizens who raise money for a variety of library-related projects.
The telescopes were purchased for $200 a piece but volunteers added $125
worth of upgrades that will improve their durability and user friendliness,
Fichen said.
“We put on a Nike zoom eyepiece that has multiple ranges of magnifications and we added sky maps and constellations. So when we get done with
it, it’s about $325.”
The telescopes have a 4.5-inch aperture that captures an equivalent amount
of light as 250 human eyes. It also has a zoom eyepiece that gives a range of
magnifications from 20 power to 60 power, and shows a large field of view.
Foster has stepped up to help the Edwardsville library maintain the
telescopes. Still, there have been few maintenance issues with the overall
program.
After the telescopes were shipped from the manufacturer, Ficken, Foster
and a handful of SIUE students spent an entire day whipping them into shape
for public use.
“It’s a great return for the library, because even though it sounds like a lot
of money – and it is a lot of money – they get a lot of use out of them because
they get checked out a lot,” Ficken says.
The Library Loaner Telescope Program has placed dozens of telescopes
throughout the St. Louis area, and more than a dozen have gone to libraries
in Illinois.
And, yes, the waiting list can be long. One library in the St. Louis County
system has a waiting list of 98 weeks, Ficken said. The average in St. Louis is
around 40 weeks.
That makes the maintenance support that Foster provides crucial to the
program’s success.
“They can get very popular, and you don’t want telescopes to be out of
circulation very long,” Ficken said. “It’s great to have telescopes to check out,
but you need star parties to help people understand how best to use them.”
Anyone with questions regarding the stargazing event can call 618-977-5966
for more information.
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According to Fillback, officers responded to the store after receiving a
call from the loss prevention officer at approximately 5:19 p.m.
"It was reported that a subject had come in and taken a pair of shoes, put
them on and left his old pair behind. The subject exited the store before he
had an opportunity to get him," Fillback said.
After retrieving the shoes that were allegedly left by Collins and watching video footage, the loss prevention officer contacted the police department, according to Fillback.
"Officers located the subject at Shop N' Save and observed he had new
shoes on. They questioned him, and they were able to put it together that
the subject had left Kohl's without paying for the shoes," Fillback said.
The shoes were allegedly Converse that cost $65.
Fillback said that Collins said his name was Peyton R. Mullen, but
officers were able to determine his real name during the fingerprinting
process.
The Madison County State's Attorney filed for the felony and also a misdemeanor for obstruction due to using an alias. The felony was because it
was second subsequent offense, as he had been convicted of burglary by
the Circuit Court of Dallas County, Ala., on or about May 18, 2010.
Bond was set at $15,000.
Collins was served the warrant while he was in custody.
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During the press conference, Glen Carbon Mayor Rob Jackstadt,
Pontoon Beach Mayor Mike Pagano and Madison County Board Chairman
Alan Dunstan showed up to support the push for dissolution.
"I believe this will work," Dunstan said. "We need to educate the public
on what this will mean for them. There is nothing we can do about the
debt, but (dissolving CARD) is a good deal. This will mean long-term
saving for municipalities."
Dunstan said that if and when CARD is dissolved, the debt the organization has accumulated will still have to be paid and that burden will go
straight to the taxpayers.

Just get engaged?
Marking an anniversary? Recently married? Having a birthday?
Maybe you've welcomed a baby.
As it has for 150 years, The Intelligencer still runs family-based
items of interest at no charge.
If you have something you'd like to submit, contact city desk
clerk Renata Pipkin at 656-4700, ext. 28 or by e-mail at citydesk@
edwpub.net.

